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Farmland Preservation 

1970s 

1990s 



Ohio Ag Land Use Policy 

From zoning farmland as  
AG = Anything Goes  
waiting for its  
“highest and best use” 

 

To preserving “large 
blocks of farmland under 
intermediate 
development pressure.” 

 



Community members are now looking at 
farmland and farming a bit differently: 

• Know your farmer, know your food 
• Desire for authenticity and connection 
• Healthy food access 
• Support local economy  
• Better for the environment 
• Freshness 

 



“Local” Food is in Demand 

• Consumers want Ohio product….but they 
want it conveniently 
– Central Ohio = #1 reason for barrier to local food 

• What does this mean for land use? 
– Local food isn’t about sprawl.  
– It is about supporting a local business. 

 
 



$30 Billion 
Food and Agriculture…. 

the Sleeping Giant of  
Economic Development!  

        Amalie Lipstreu 

Ken Meter, 2011 

Now in the 21st Century… 



Economic Development 



Food and Agriculture 
Economic Development Concepts 

• Community-based agriculture and food 
economic development 

• Short supply chains 
• Value chains 
• Agriculture of the middle 
 
Calls for public investment 



Food and Agriculture 
Economic Development Concepts 

• Systems perspective 
– Making meaningful connections in the supply chain 

versus sector-specific development 
• Infrastructure development 

– Physical (regional) infrastructure 
– Relational infrastructure 

• Food and agriculture as part of, not separate 
from, the overall economic development strategy  

• Democratizing the process 
– Community-based 
– Transparent 
– Often begins with planning 

 
 



Ohio’s local food policy councils 



Clark County  http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/imce/2010_1.pdf  

http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/imce/2010_1.pdf




Knox County  http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/imce/09_04.pdf  

http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/imce/09_04.pdf


Strategies 
• Create Paths to Success for Existing Businesses, 

Entrepreneurs and New Businesses in Pickaway County. 
• Brand Pickaway County’s agricultural assets around location 

and infrastructure 
Goals & Objectives 
• Assist entrepreneurs to establish successful food and 

agricultural businesses in Pickaway County. 
• Help attract new food and agriculture business investment 

to Pickaway County. 
• Promote the value and increase demand for existing food 

and agricultural products grown in Pickaway County. 



What counts as agriculture, food 
and farming economic development 

and who decides? 



Is it farming? 



Is it farming? 



What does this mean for land use 
policy now that we are focused on 

local business viability? 



Issues to consider…. 

• Urban versus Rural 
• Conventional versus Alternative 
• Food versus Agriculture 
 
HYBRIDS!  Why “or” when you can “and”? 

 
 



Getting back to land use… 

Succession Planning Access to land for new farmers 



What does this all mean? 
• Changing the lens we look through so we can calculate 

    Land use and Farmland Preservation +  
    Economic Development 
    = Great opportunity 

• Strategies 
– Community-based 
– Infrastructure – food hubs, land base, and relationships 
– Community dialogue 

• Planning focuses on community, systems and  
– Likely have an interested group to connect with 

• Issues to consider 
• Land is still important, esp. land for the new generation 



Thank you. 
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