Ohio Balanced Growth Program

Best Local Land Use Practices

Best Local Land Use Practices Now Online

The 2012 edition of the Best Local Land Use Practices are
now available on the web. The 16 chapters are thoroughly
linked to the example matrices and to outside resources
and examples:

http://balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/BestLocalLandUsePrac-
tices/BestLocalLandUsePractices2012.aspx.

Not sure if the Best Local Land Use Practices could work
in your community? Watch the video where local officials
and others explain how the practices have helped their
communities:

http://balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/BestLocalLandUsePrac-
tices/Video.aspx.

We also have a page for news and upcoming training
events:

http://balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/News.aspx.

More information about applying for free technical assis-
tance is available at:

http://balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/BestLocalLandUsePrac-
tices/TechnicalAssistance.aspx.

What are Best Local
Land Use Practices?

The Ohio Balanced Growth
Program supplies information
on best local land use practices
for minimizing development
and redevelopment impacts on
water quality, while enhancing
economic benefit.

Program resources include guid-
ance documents, matrices of
example codes, a bibliography,
supporting the cost effective-
ness of the practices, technical
assistance with implementing
the practices, and training op-
portunities for local government
elected officials and staff.

What Practices are
included?

Comprehensive Plans set
development and conservation
goals in an organized fashion
while accounting for long-term
financial stability and legal sta-
bility for zoning.

Compact Development uses
land efficiently through creative
and intensive site, neighbor-
hood and district design.

Conservation Development
allows for homes to be grouped
together on smaller lots, while
part of the property is set aside
as common open space.

Storm Water Management ad-
dresses storm water run off and
infiltration in developed areas to
minimize water pollution.

Stream, Floodplain, and Wet-
land Protection in their natural
and functionally sound state

are important components of a
community’s natural storm wa-
ter management infrastructure.
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Source Water Protection pro-
vides planning, prevention, and
education to protect sources of
drinking water.

Natural Areas Management
permits natural meadows and
lawn in appropriate applica-
tions, and also permits estab-
lishment of new woodland.

Brownfields Redevelopment
encourages productive reuse of
previously developed land to
create valuable assets for revital-
izing neighborhoods.

Tree and Woodland Protection
conserves existing woodlots
critical for environmental qual-
ity and community character.

Steep Slope Protection from
development can reduce un-

controlled storm water flows,

dangerous erosion, and prop-
erty damage from flooding.

Agricultural Lands Protection
conserves valuable farm land,
while protecting surface and
groundwater resources.

Transfer of Development
Rights allows rural landown-
ers the flexibility to choose to
develop, or to sell the develop-
ment rights to another land-
owner for compact develop-
ment on another property.

Historic Preservation can
increase property values as
much as 20% and often lead to
reinvestment in the community.

Scenic Protection of views and
other open space can increase
recreational opportunities and
improve economic growth.

Access Management minimizes
traffic congestion and travel de-
lay while enhancing safety and
reducing excess pavement.
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Best Local Land Use Practices

Recommendations for all Ohio Communities

Comprehensive Plans

Compact Development

Conservation Develop-
ment

Natural Areas Manage-
ment

Free Technical Assistance from a professional planner is avail-
able to local communities who would like to apply the practices. For
more information, see the Balanced Growth website or contact the
program manager, Kirby Date, AICP at Cleveland State University.

Contact:

Kirby Date, AICP
216.687.5477
k.date@csuohio.edu

Water Resources Council
Lake Erie Commission

Other Practices

V2.0

Storm Water Manage-
ment & Erosion Control

Streams, Floodplain,
and Wetland Protection

Source Water Protection

Local Government Decisions Make a Difference!

Balanced Growth Is:
Efficient Tax Dollar Investment
Protected Valuable Assets

A Healthy Place to Grow

A Great Place to Live and Work

OWRC: 614.644.2033
OLEC:419.357.2775

What to Do:
Be proactive.

Create or join a watershed plan-
ning partnership.

Update your plans and codes.

dnr.ohio.gov/OWRC/
lakeerie.ohio.gov




